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time allowed to cross the rivers and settle as subjects
of the emperor.    Still more notably, the decay of
the military quality of the Italian peoples compelled
the emperors to draw more and more upon German
warriors for the recruiting of their armies.    Ulti-
mately, whole tribes, under their native chieftains,
were taken into the Roman service, under the name of
foederati, and planted within the limits of the empire.
They proved to be dangerous and treacherous servants.
In spite, however, of this mutual interpenetration,
the relations of Romans and Germans remained one
of hostility and suspicion.   The peaceful and pros-
perous provinces of Gaul, Spain, Italy, and Greece
presented an irresistible lure to the poverty-stricken
barbarians of Central Europe.   The habit of banditry
was ineradicable.   As a recent historian says:
Their fighting men loved nothing better than to
raid a Roman town, and bring back everything that
was portable to their wattled homes on the borders
of the forest and the fen. They would barter when
they were not fighting, but the raided treasures "were
the sweetest, and many a German home was full of
spoils from Gaul and Rhaetia.*
IX
The first serious indication that the Rhine and
Danube frontiers were not destined to hold firm for
ever came in the reign of the  great and  good
emperor, Marcus Aurelius  (A.D.  167).    For some
* L. Sergeant, The Franks, p. 39.
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